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APPENDIX A

WORK PROGRAMME AND SCHEDULE
FOR IMPROVED UTILIZATION OF THE VHF BAND

1. The meeting considered the items h) through m) of the work
programme of the AMCP, and the following tasks were identified for Working
Group B:

a) produce documentation on the present utilization of the very
high frequency (VHF) band in Europe;

b) produce documentation on the utilization of the VHF band in
regions with similar problems in parts of their region;

c) assess the channel occupancy in the areas concerned; and

d) assess the impact on safety of modifying some operating
criteria (e.g. use of 14 dB D/U, reduction or removal of
adjacent channel criteria, reduced ground transmitter power,
reduced operational coverage).

e) investigate the availability of suitable computer models to
study the frequency congestion of an area;

f) assess, by computer simulation or other means, the impact of
modifying the operating criteria;

g) investigate the expected impact on the utilization of the band
of:

1) ATC automation;

2) future changes in sectorization;

3) use of backup frequencies; and

4) frequency use during low traffic periods, etc.

h) investigate the expected impact of the introduction of VHF,
satellite and Mode S data links;

i) determine whether the present VHF radiotelephone (RTF) system
will be adequate for future VHF voice operations, or whether
new systems/technologies should be introduced;

j) review on-going studies on new systems/technologies in a
number of States;

k) determine the advantages and disadvantages of various
contending systems/technologies;



AMCP/1-WP/31

4A-2 Appendix A to the Report on Agenda Item 4

l) determine the cost-effectiveness for various regions, of
implementing different new systems/technologies; and

m) recommend a solution(s) that takes due account of economic
aspects, spectrum efficiency and timeliness.

2. The schedule for accomplishing the tasks identified in paragraph 1
above will be influenced by:

a) the availability of information on ATC operational aspects and
on introduction of data links;

b) the availability of the various study reports; and

c) the need for a properly documented system proposal in time for
the expected COM Divisional Meeting in the second half of
1994.

3. Therefore, a schedule for completion of the work was proposed as
detailed below.

3.1 During the expected AMCP working group meetings in Japan (Kobe),
9 to 20 March 1992, on the basis of working papers which would have been
prepared, the following topics should be dealt with:

a) first draft documentation on the present utilization of the
VHF band in Europe and other regions including channel
occupancy data;

b) consideration of available computer models to study the impact
of changes in operating criteria;

c) start assessing the impact of changes in the VHF system
operating criteria;

d) collect information on the impact of changes in ATC
operational aspects and the introduction of data links; and

e) consider the progress of various studies on new
systems/technologies in a number of States and provide
comments/feedback on them.

3.2 To progress the work further, and in view of the information
collected and the expected completion date of a study on new
systems/technologies by one State, it was considered impractical to have a
second working group meeting before the end of August or the beginning of
September 1992.  This second working group meeting should deal with the
following items:

a) assess the impact of changes in ATC operational aspects and
the introduction of data links, taking into account the
information collected;
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b) determine whether the present VHF RTF system will be adequate
for future needs;

c) list contenders for new systems/technologies and commence
deliberation of their relative advantages and disadvantages;
and

d) prepare a proper progress report to the AMCP/2 Meeting.

3.3 In order to have finalized a properly documented recommendation to
a solution for the expected COM Divisional Meeting in the second half of 1994,
it was considered necessary to have two additional working group meetings
during 1993.  The first one, tentatively scheduled around June 1993, should
finalize the deliberations on the advantages and disadvantages of various
contending systems/technologies and start drafting a final recommendation,
including supporting documents.  The second meeting would have to complete all
the documents to be submitted to the proposed COM Divisional Meeting in 1994.

- END -


